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: : About

Founded in 1931 Bisley have since become synonymous with 
office storage, specifically, its ubiquitous MultiDrawer filing 
cabinet. 

In 1941 Bisley were tasked with designing and manufacturing 
the first containers to be dropped by parachute, which were 
widely used by airborne forces throughout WWII.

48% of all UK steel storage originates from Bisley

Bisley hold a 60,000m2 site in Newport South Wales and export 
countries across the world.

In 2015 Bisley were awarded the Manufacturing Guild Mark by 
the Furniture Makers’ Company, recognises excellence in 
design, sustainability and production.

Bisley are actively signed up to various environmental acts to 
ensure they are efficient with their material usage and 
conscientious with waste management.
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Bisley supply a wide range of practical storage solutions for 
the contemporary office environment.  From various sizes of 
its filing cabinet to personal lockers; from multifunctional 
credenza units to zoning cabinets that supply occasional 
seating, storage and room division.
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: : Products



VIBRANT COLOURS
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: : Product Commentary

PRIVACY PODS

HARD WEARING

‘OPEN’ ZONING 

CUBIST DESIGN

COLLABORATIVE WORKING
CONTEMPORARY DESIGNS

TRADITIONAL LAYOUT



Unusual materials : :

: : Competitors

: : Abstract designs

: : Bold patterns

Custom sizes : :

Textured retro designs : :
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: : Challenges 

Acoustics: With open expanses comes the 
transference of sound.  Keeping the open 
environment without people resorting to 
headphones or walls is a big challenge.

Modularity: With the unstructured nature of 
contemporary offices, ensuring a product 
remains adaptable to the needs of various 
users, in endless situations is key to the 
success of a product.

Desirability: Storage in the working 
environment needs to be practical and long 
lasting.  Keeping this functionality whilst 
making the product visually stunning is a 
big challenge.

Naturally Speaking: Ensuring office 
environments are inviting, rather than cold 
and harsh is a necessity.  Incorporating soft 
materials, differing textures and natural 
finishes along with nature itself, will provide 
workers with a calming work space.

HARD SURFACES REFLECT 
SOUNDS

SHARP EDGES

WHEELED FOR MOVEMENT

CLINICAL LOOKING



: : Heavy Metal
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Bisley are known the world over for their metal 
filing cabinets.  They are strong, durable and 
give the customer a secure sense of longevity for 
their products.  Metal can be painted any 
number of colours and can deform rather break 
if damaged.

Metal has a tactile quality to it, a comforting 
robustness, but it does also give the user a 
sense of coldness; a hard, unwelcoming feel.

Texture is also lacking in smoothly painted, 
metal furniture.  It is not a material - in this finish 
- that draws people into touch and feel it.  Also, 
the flat nature takes away some potential visual 
flair, that could be present in the furniture range.
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: : Market Position

Bisley are in a strange market position; they have a dominant 
share in the filing cabinet sector, being sold as design 
classics in John Lewis.  There are significantly cheaper 
products available, which don’t have the history to back them 
up, but there are also higher end products that have a greater 
visual desirability factor, and hence, charge more for it.

With a great history and a giant share of the market, Bisley 
could be seen as a leader, but very much like Microsoft 
Windows has been guilty of, there is a case of resting on 
one's laurels.  Sticking to tried and tested is safe, but 
companies are now looking for keen design and innovation, 
whilst being also hardwearing and simple to use.  Bisley need 
to think outside of the metal box for a stronger future.

: : Bisley

: : Budget

: : Ultra high end

Notes : :

: : Workflow, Clerkenwell Design Week
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